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Farmers’ Opinions toward the Operations of Banhun Sub-District Rice Seeds Bank
Project in Sikhio District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic condition of farmers who were
members of Banhun Sub-District Rice Seeds Bank Project (2) farmers’ opinions toward the operations
of Banhun Sub-District Rice Seeds Bank Project (3) problems and suggestions of farmers who were
members regarding the operations of Banhun Sub-District Rice Seeds Bank Project.

The population in this research was a number of 137 farmers who were members of Banhun
Sub-District Rice Seeds Bank Project in Sikhio District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province and joined the
project in 2011 to 2013. Data was collected from all of them. Instrument in this study was structured
interview. Data was analyzed by computer program. Statistics used included frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

The findings were as follows. (1) Most of the farmers were male with their average age 54.09
years. They completed primary education. Rice farming was their main occupation. Their average
experience in rice farming was 30.45 years. Their average number of household labor was 2.23
persons and their average number of hired labor was 5.02 persons. Averagely they planted Khao
Dokmali 105 rice variety in15.80 rai in paddy sown field. Apart from borrowing rice seeds from the
project, almost half of them used their own stored seeds without developing seed production plot. Only
a few tested seed germination by developing a small seedling plot. Nearly half of them owned their
paddy field. Their average annual income from rice farming was 78,958.72baht whereas their income
from other source was 125,992.70 baht. The majority of them were in debts averagely 192,931.37 baht
which was loans from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives at the most. Over half
of them spent their own capital for rice farming. Most of them had never been trained and never gone
to any study visit about rice farming. Information of the Project was received by public relations via
community paging public announcement. Their reason to join this Project was because they could
borrow quality rice seeds. (2) Farmers agreed with the operations of Banhun Sub-District Rice Seeds
Bank Project at the highest level namely 1) objective 2) rice seeds. Farmers agreed with the operations
of Banhun Sub-District Rice Seeds Bank Project at high level namely 1) location of the Rice Seeds
Bank Project 2) roles/mission in the past 3) committee 4) administration. In overall, farmers agreed
with the operations of the Project at high level. (3) Farmers agreed with the severity of problem arose
from the operations at the lowest level which was rice seeds aspect. Farmers agreed with the severity
of problem at low level in 1) objective 2) location of the Rice Seeds Bank Project 3) roles/mission in
the past 4) criteria, condition and regulations 5) committee and 6) administration. In overall, farmers
agreed with severity of problems arose from the Projects operations at low level. In terms of
suggestion, they proposed to seriously take action at the most with members who failed to keep the
appointment and did not return the rice seeds. Secondly diverse rice seeds should be available for
members to borrow.

Keywords: Opinions, Rice seeds, Banhun Sub-District, Rice Seeds Bank Project
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